

ADOPTED 9/9/08


Introduced by Council Members M. Jones, Johnson, W. Jones & Yarborough:


RESOLUTION 2008-763-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF RUDOLPH L. “RUDY” DANIELS; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Rudolph L. “Rudy” Daniels, a native of Jacksonville and a graduate of Stanton High School as class president, earned a bachelor’s degree in education from West Virginia State University before becoming commander of Jacksonville’s first integrated Army Reserve Unit and attaining the rank of lieutenant colonel; and

WHEREAS, Rudy Daniels taught school for a year prior to employment with the United States Postal Service as a railway postal clerk, and in 1968 he began a twenty-four-year career with various human service agencies by joining the Jacksonville Opportunities Industrialization Center, where he became executive director; and


WHEREAS, in 1976, Mr. Daniels was named Chief of Jacksonville’s Manpower Division by then-Mayor Hans Tanzler, beginning a long and illustrious career in dedication to the City of Jacksonville, where he eventually served as Chief of the Adult Human Services Division in the Department of Community Services and became the first African-American to head a City department upon his appointment by former Mayor Jake Godbold in 1979 as the Director of the Human Resources Department; and

WHEREAS, before retiring from the City in 1992, Mr. Daniels had responsibility for a $21 million budget and 295 employees, and he was instrumental in the expansion of such City programs as assistance to homeless veterans, the youth summer lunch program, senior nutrition sites, childcare centers for the indigent, and commodities distribution, realizing that, regardless of need, everyone wants to be treated with respect; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Daniels also made time to enrich our community through service on several boards and commissions at Florida Community College at Jacksonville, as a trustee of Bethel Baptist Institutional Church, and as a past president of WJCT, Jacksonville’s public television station; and 

WHEREAS, Rudy Daniels passed from this life on August 25, 2008, and the Council desires to honor his memory as an exemplary public servant worthy of emulation; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commemorate the life and legacy of Rudolph L. “Rudy” Daniels, well-known throughout this community for his distinguished career in the field of human services and for his selfless public service to the City of Jacksonville and its citizens.

Section 2.

The City Council does further extend its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Daniels, recognizing that their loss is shared by many throughout our area.

Section 3.

Rule 4.901 Emergency.  Emergency passage is requested pursuant to Rule 4.901 (Declaration of Emergency), Rules of the Council, with the nature of the emergency being to allow for timely consideration and presentation.

Section 4.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/   Margaret M. Sidman________________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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